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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for substituting a hydroxy! group by chlorine of a 
compound having hydroxymethyl groups by carrying out the reaction at low temperatures. 
SOLUTION: This method for chlorinating the hydroxyl groups is characterized by reacting the 
compound (A) represented by the following formula (1) RmC(CH20H)n (1) (R denotes a monovalent 
organic group; m denotes 0, 1 or 2; and n denotes 4, 3 or 2, with the proviso that m+n=4) with 
hydrogen chloride gas in the presence of a 2-8C lower aliphatic carboxylic acid and a metal 
chloride in the method for chlorinating the hydroxyl group of the compound (A) with the hydrogen 
chloride gas. 
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